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SUBJECT: NICARAGUA CEASEEIRE - TEXT OF AGREEMENT 

1. NICARAGUAN RESISTANCE AND NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT 

NEGOTIATORS SIGNED A CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT MARCH 24 

SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT. FOLLOWING, IN INFORMAL 

TRANSLATION, IS THE TEXT OF THE AGREEMENT: 

2. AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT AND 

THE NICARAGUAN RESISTANCE 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

NICARAGUA AND THE NICARAGUAN RESISTANCE, MEETING 

IN SAPOA MARCH 21 - 23, 1988, WITH THE AIM OF 

CONTRIBUTING TO RECONCILIATION WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK 

OF THE ESQUIPULAS II AGREEMENT AND IN THE PRESENCE OF 

WITNESSES, CARDINAL MIGUEL OBANDO Y BRAVO, PRESIDENT: 

OF THE EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE OF NICARAGUA, AND 

AMBASSADOR JOAO BAENA SOARES, SECGEN OF THE OAS, 

HAVE ARRIVED AT THE FOLLOWING AGREEMENT: 

1) CESSATION OF OFFENSIVE MILITARY OPERATIONS IN 

THE ENTIRE NATIONAL TERERITORY FOR A PERIOD OF 
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SIXTY DAYS BEGINNING APRIL 1 OF THIS YEAR, DURING 

WHICH THERE WILL OCCUR A NEGOTIATING PROCESS FOR 

DEFINITIVE CEASEFIRE WHOSE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATIO 

WILL OCCUR JOINTLY WITH THE OTHER COMMITMENTS 

CONTEMPLATED IN ESQUIPULAS II. BOTH PARTIES AGREE 

TO MEET AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL IN MANAGUA ON APRIL 6 

TO CONTINUE THE NEGOTIATIONS ON A DEFINITIVE CEASE- 

FIRE. 

2) DURING THE FIRST 15 DAYS, THE FORCES OF THE 

RESISTANCE WILL LOCATE THEMSELVES IN ZONES WHOSE 

‘LOCALITY, SIZE, AND MODUS OPERANDI WILL BE MUTUALLY 

ACREED TO” BY-W SPECIAL COMMISSION INA HEETING IN, 

SAPOA.TO_BEGIN MONDAY, MARCH 28. 

3), THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA WILL DECREE A 5 

. GENERAL AMNESTY FOR THOSE: TRIED’ AND. SENTENCED. FOR | 

VIOLAFION OF THE LAW OF MAINTENANCE OF ORDER AND 

PUBLIC SECURITY, AND FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE ARMY 

OF THE PREVIOUS REGIME FOR CRIMES COMMITTED BEFORE 

JULY 19, 1979. IN THE CASE OF THE FIRST GROUP, 

AMNESTY WILL BE GRADUAL, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE 

RELIGIOUS SENTIMENTS OF THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE 

ON THE OCCASION OF HOLY WEEK, AND WILL BEGIN WITH- 

THE LIBERATION OF THE FIRST 100 PRISONERS ON 

PALM SUNDAY. SUSSEQUENTLY, UPON VERIFICATION OF se 
THE ENTRY OF THE NICARAGUAN RESISTANCE FORCES IN THE 
ZONES MUTUALLY AGREED UPON, THERE WILL BE FREED 50 

PERCENT OF THE PRISONERS. THE REMAINING 50 PERCENT, 

WILL BE FREED ON A DATE AFTER SIGNATURE OF THE CEASE- 

FIRE AND WILL BE AGREED UPON IN THE MEETING OF ~ 


APRIL 6 IN MANAGUA. ye 
IN THE CASE OF THE PRISONERS REFERRED TO IN THE SECOND . 


CATECORY OF THE FIRST PARAGRAPH UNDER THIS NUMBER, we 

THEIR LIBCRATION WILL BEGIN WITH THE SIGNATURE OF i 

THE DEFINITIVE CEASE-FIRE UNDER GUIDELINES (PREVIO YY ty 

DICTAMEN) OF THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION Hee 7 i 
OF THE OAS. 2 

THE SECRETARY CENERAL OF THE OAS WILL BE THE GUARANTOR ; 

AND TRUSTEE (DEPOSITARIO) OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE } 


AMNESTY. 7 Ca 4 
4) WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF GUARANTEEING FOOD AND BASIC - ford eer 





SUPPLIES FOR THE IRREGULAR FORCES, THEY WILL ARRANGE wee? ; 

FOR AND ACCEPT EXCLUSIVELY HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE, Vi : yw 
CONSISTENT WITH ARTICLE 5 OF re eS u we td 
AGREEMENT, WHICH WILL BE Prove DED"BY . NEUTRAL de fer ( 
RGANIZATIONSS— = . Ae ua ' 

5) THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA WILL GUARANTEE Quinny porn 
UNRESTRICTED FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AS CONTEMPLATED ° © be ~ | ad 
IN THE ESQUIPULAS II AGREEMENT. uw Fe pe 
6) ONCE THE FORCES OF THE NICARAGUAN RESISTANCE fa ae / a 

ARE CONCENTRATED IN THE ZONES MUTUALLY AGREED TO, Lil ic 

(THE RESISTANCE) CAN SEND TO THE NATIONAL DIALOGUE war 

AS MANY DELEGATES AS THE POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS vf 
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THAT MAKE IT UP, ‘JP TO A MAXIMUM OF EIGHT. IN 

THE NATIONAL DIALOGUE THERE WILL BE CONSIDERED, 

AMONG OTHER TOPICS, THAT OF MILITARY SERVICE. 

7) THERE IS GUARANTEED TO ALL PERSONS WHO, 

FOR POLITICAL MOTIVES OR ANY OTHER REASON, 

HAVE LEFT THE COUNTRY, THE ABILITY TO RETURN 

TO: NICARAGUA, BE INTEGRATED INTO THE POLITICAL, 

ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL PROCESSES WITHOUT ANY TYPE 
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_ OF CONDITION OTHER THAN THOSE ESTABLISHED IN THE 
LAWS OF THE REPUBLIC. THEY WILL NOT BE JUDGED, 

PUNISHED, OR PERSECUTED, FOR ACTIVITIES OF A’ 

POLITICAL/MILITARY NATURE THAT THEY MAY HAVE 

UNDERTAKEN. 

8) THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA CONFIRMS THAT THOSE 

PERSONS WHO HAVE BEEN REINTEGRATED INTO A PEACEFUL 

LIFE CAN PARTICIPATE WITH EQUAL CONDITIONS AND | 

GUARANTEES IN THE ELECTIONS FOR THE CENTRAL AMERICAN 

PARLIAMENT, AND THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS ON THE DATES 

THAT ARE ESTABLISHED FOR THESE, AS WELL AS IN THE 

NATIONAL GENERAL ELECTIONS ON THE DATE ESTABLISHED 

BY THE CONSTIIUTION. 

TO PUT INTO EFFECT THE VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 

WITH THIS AGREEMENT, THE VERIFICATION COMMISSION 

WILL BE ESTABLISHED, COMPOSED OF THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE OF NICARAGUA, HIS EMINENCE 

CARDINAL MIGUEL OBANDO Y BRAVO, AND THE SECGEN OF 

THE OAS, HIS EXCELLENCY JOAO BAENA SOARES. 

THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND THE SERVICES NECESSARY 

FOR THIS COMMISSION, THAT WOULD PERMIT AND EXPEDITE 

COMPLIANCE, FOLLOW-UP, AND VERIFICATION OF THIS 

AGREEMENT, WILL BE SOLICITED AND ENTRUSTED TO THE 

SECGEN OF THE OAS. 

9) ADDENDA: 

BOTH SIDES AGREED TO EXTEND TO APRIL 1 OF THIS YEAR 

THE CESSATION OF OFFENSIVE MILITARY OPERATIONS 

PREVIOUSLY AGREED TO BY BOTH PARTIES ON MARCH 21, 1988. 
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